From the East
The Jews had been instructed from childhood concerning the work of the Messiah. The
inspired utterances of patriarchs and prophets and the symbolic teaching of the sacrificial
service had been theirs. But they had disregarded the light; and now they saw in Jesus
nothing to be desired. But the centurion, born in heathenism, educated in the idolatry of
imperial Rome, trained as a soldier, seemingly cut off from spiritual life by his education
and surroundings, and still further shut out by the bigotry of the Jews, and by the
contempt of his own countrymen for the people of Israel,--this man perceived the truth to
which the children of Abraham were blinded. He did not wait to see whether the Jews
themselves would receive the One who claimed to be their Messiah. As the "light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world" (John 1:9) had shone upon him, he had,
though afar off, discerned the glory of the Son of God. {DA 317.2}
To Jesus this was an earnest of the work which the gospel was to accomplish among
the Gentiles. With joy He looked forward to the gathering of souls from all nations to His
kingdom. With deep sadness He pictured to the Jews the result of their rejection of His
grace: "I (318) say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of
the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth." Alas, how many are still preparing for the same fatal disappointment! While souls
in heathen darkness accept His grace, how many there are in Christian lands upon whom
the light shines only to be disregarded. {DA 317.3}
The disciples were not like Judas. They loved the Saviour. But they did not rightly
appreciate His exalted character. Had they realized what He had done for them, they
would have felt that nothing bestowed upon Him was wasted. The wise men from the
East, who knew so little of Jesus, had shown a truer appreciation of the honor due Him.
They brought precious gifts to the Saviour, and bowed in homage before Him when He
was but a babe, and cradled in a manger. {DA 564.3}
The Wise Men Welcome Him
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of
the Jews? Matt. 2:1, 2.
The King of glory stooped low to take humanity; and angels, who had witnessed His
splendor in the heavenly courts, as He was worshiped by all the heavenly hosts, were
disappointed to find their divine Commander in a position of so great humiliation.
The Jews had separated themselves so far from God . . . that angels could not
communicate to them the tidings of the advent of the infant Redeemer. God chooses the
Wise Men of the East to do His will. . . .
"There came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him."
These men were not Jews; but they had been waiting for the predicted Messiah. They had
studied prophecy, and knew the time was at hand when Christ would come; and they
were anxiously watching for some sign of this great event, that they might be among the
first to welcome the infant heavenly King, and worship Him. {Lift Him Up pg 31}

